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An International Baccalaureate Education 

IB Mission Statement 
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 
people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect. 

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations 
to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and 
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

Diploma Programme (DP) and Career-related Programme (CP) 
The IB DP and CP are two-year programmes for students in their junior and senior years of high 
school. Each programme aims to to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing 
their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and 
more peaceful world. 

Informed by these values, an IB education: 
 • centers on learners 
 • develops effective approaches to teaching and learning 
 • works within global contexts 
 • explores significant content. 

In addition, an IB education empowers young people for a lifetime of learning, independently 
and in collaboration with others. It prepares a community of learners to engage with global 
challenges through inquiry, action, and reflection. 

The IB Learner Profile 
The IB Learner Profile is foundational to teaching and learning in the IB programmes. IB 
students strive to be: 
• Inquirers 
• Open-Minded 
• Knowledgable 
• Caring 
• Thinkers 

• Risk-takers 
• Communicators 
• Balanced 
• Principled 
• Reflective 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Theory of Knowledge 
2-year course 

2 credits 
Grades: 11-12

Diploma Programme Core

This two-year course focuses on critical thinking and inquiring into the process of knowing, rather than 
about learning a specific body of knowledge. This is a required course for students seeking an IB 
diploma. It plays a special role in the Diploma Programme by providing an opportunity for students to 
reflect on the nature of knowledge, to make connections between areas of knowledge and to become 
aware of their own perspectives and those of the various groups whose knowledge they share. It is a 
core element undertaken by all DP students. The overall aim of TOK is to encourage students to 
formulate answers to the question “how do you know?” in a variety of contexts, and to see the value of 
that question. This allows students to develop an enduring fascination with the richness of knowledge. 
Students will develop knowledge claims and examine the distinction between shared knowledge and 
personal knowledge. There are two external IB assessments: a real-life situation presentation and a 
prompt-based essay. 

The additional core components, Creativity*Activity*Service and the Extended Essay, will be supported 
through this course.

IB Language and 
Literature HL 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11-12
Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature

This two year high level course introduces the critical study and interpretation of written and spoken 
texts from a wide range of literary and non literary genres. The formal analysis of texts is supplemented 
by awareness that meaning is not fixed but can change in respect to contexts of production and 
consumption. The course is organized into four parts, each focused on the study of either literary or 
non-literary texts. Together, the four parts of the course allow the student to explore the English 
language through its cultural development and use, its media forms and functions, and its literature. 
Students develop skills of literary and textual analysis, and also the ability to present their ideas 
effectively. A key aim is the development of critical literacy. There are four IB assessments: Paper 1, 
Paper 2, Individual Oral, and HL essay. This is a required course for students seeking an IB Diploma (DP 
Programme). 
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IB Language B:  
French HL/SL 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11-12 Group 2: Language Acquisition

Students in IB French will continue to expand upon previously learned communicative, cultural, and 
grammatical concepts by exploration of various cultural contexts in Francophone cultures and within 
the student’s own culture. Students will learn to recognize and demonstrate an awareness of the 
interrelatedness of languages, literature, and cultures through knowledge of the artifacts, expressions, 
and traditions of Francophone cultures. Students will learn to use a variety of strategies to effectively 
communicate in French while exploring the five prescribed themes: identities, experiences, human 
ingenuity, social organization, and sharing the planet.

Prerequisite: French 3

IB Language B:  
German HL/SL 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11-12 Group 2: Language Acquisition

Students in IB German will continue to expand upon previously learned communicative, cultural, and 
grammatical concepts by exploration of various cultural contexts in Germanic cultures and within the 
student’s own culture. Students will learn to recognize and demonstrate an awareness of the 
interrelatedness of languages, literature, and cultures through knowledge of the artifacts, expressions, 
and traditions of Germanic cultures. Students will learn to use a variety of strategies to effectively 
communicate in German while exploring the five prescribed themes: identities, experiences, human 
ingenuity, social organization, and sharing the planet.

Prerequisite: German 3

!4



State College Area High School International Baccalaureate Programmes

IB Language B:  
Spanish HL/SL 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11-12 Group 2: Language Acquisition

Students in IB Spanish will continue to expand upon previously learned communicative, cultural, and 
grammatical concepts by exploration of various cultural contexts in Spanish-speaking cultures and 
within the student’s own culture. Students will learn to recognize and demonstrate an awareness of the 
interrelatedness of languages, literature, and cultures through knowledge of the artifacts, expressions, 
and traditions of Spanish-speaking cultures. Students will learn to use a variety of strategies to 
effectively communicate in Spanish while exploring the five prescribed themes: identities, experiences, 
human ingenuity, social organization, and sharing the planet.

Prerequisite: Spanish 3

IB Classical Languages: 
Latin HL/SL 
2-year course 

2 credits 
Grades: 11-12 Group 2: Language Acquisition

Students in IB Classical Languages: Latin will explore universal elements of the human condition—
creation, love, hubris, greed, and war—through the study of Roman civilization and the great works of 
Latin literature. Students will read mythological tales of transformation from Ovid's Metamorphoses, 
as well as selections of literature on the themes of love poetry and villains. Students will also choose a 
topic on the Classical world, and will compile and analyze primary sources to understand how Classical 
civilizations perceived the world. Ultimately, through the study of the Classical past, students will gain 
new perspectives on today's world and on the future.

Prerequisite: Latin 2
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IB Language ab initio 
French (SL only) 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11-12 Group 2: Language Acquisition

Language ab initio French is a language acquisition course designed for students with no prior 
experience of the target language, or for those students with very limited previous exposure. Students 
learn to communicate in the target language in familiar and unfamiliar contexts. Students focus on 
exploring the five prescribed themes by practicing a variety of communicative skills including: 
interpreting simple authentic and adapted written and audio texts and related questions in the target 
language, expressing information in both writing and in speech, using a range of basic vocabulary and 
grammatical structures, communicating orally, and responding appropriately.

IB Language ab initio 
German (SL only) 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11-12
Group 2: Language Acquisition

Language ab initio German is a language acquisition course designed for students with no prior 
experience of the target language, or for those students with very limited previous exposure. Students 
learn to communicate in the target language in familiar and unfamiliar contexts. Students focus on 
exploring the five prescribed themes by practicing a variety of communicative skills including: 
interpreting simple authentic and adapted written and audio texts and related questions in the target 
language, expressing information in both writing and in speech, using a range of basic vocabulary and 
grammatical structures, communicating orally, and responding appropriately.
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IB Language ab initio 
Spanish (SL only) 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11-12 Group 2: Language Acquisition

Language ab initio Spanish is a language acquisition course designed for students with no prior 
experience of the target language, or for those students with very limited previous exposure. Students 
learn to communicate in the target language in familiar and unfamiliar contexts. Students focus on 
exploring the five prescribed themes by practicing a variety of communicative skills including: 
interpreting simple authentic and adapted written and audio texts and related questions in the target 
language, expressing information in both writing and in speech, using a range of basic vocabulary and 
grammatical structures, communicating orally, and responding appropriately.

IB Business Management 
HL/SL 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11-12
Group 3: Individuals and Societies

The IB Business Management course is designed to develop students’ knowledge and understanding of 
business management theories, as well as their ability to analyze, evaluate, and discuss business 
activities at local, national, and international levels. The course covers a range of organizations from 
all sectors, as well as the socio-cultural and economic contexts in which those organizations operate. 
The aim of this course is to develop a holistic understanding of business management, which includes 
finance, accounting, marketing, operations, and human resources. Through the exploration of six 
concepts underpinning the subject (change, culture, ethics, globalization, innovation, and strategy), the 
business management course allows students to develop their understanding of interdisciplinary 
concepts from a business management perspective.

!7



State College Area High School International Baccalaureate Programmes

IB Economics SL 
1-year course 

1 credit 
Grades: 11-12

Group 3: Individuals and Societies

The IB Economics course is a study in both macroeconomics and microeconomics, with an emphasis on 
applying economic concepts and theories to real-world issues. Prominent among these issues are 
fluctuations in economic activity, international trade, economic development and environmental 
sustainability. Additionally, students will engage in a study of international economies, as well as 
developing economies. Participants will investigate the ethical dimensions involved in applying 
economic policies and practices, and attention will be paid to the development of possible solutions to 
the economic challenges that we face as an increasingly interdependent and global society.

IB History of the 
Americas HL 
2-year course 

2 credits 
Grades: 11-12 Group 3: Individuals and Societies

The History of the Americas course is a two-year curriculum, which will include a study of global 
history and issues, with an emphasis on Canada, Latin America, and the United States.  Students will 
study a variety of historical periods and events, including the Great Depression, World War 2, the Cold 
War, and civil rights and civil liberties. This course is designed to promote and enhance a student’s 
critical thinking skills, and to allow students to learn history by investigating multiple perspectives and 
making comparisons over time.
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IB World Religions SL 
1-year course 

1 credit 
Grades: 11-12

Group 3: Individuals and Societies

The World Religions course seeks to promote respect for the diversity of religious beliefs, both locally 
and globally, with the aim of enhancing international and inter-religious understanding. This course 
will utilize historical and religious facts and experiences in order to engage students in an academic 
study of world religions. Each year, students will examine five to seven different world religions for the 
purpose of gaining a greater understanding of diverse religious and cultural perspectives. The course 
will be organized and structured around three fundamental questions which include: (1) What is the 
human condition? (2) Where are we going? (3) How do we get there?.

IB Environmental 
Systems and Societies SL 

1-year course 
1 credit 

Grades: 11-12
Group 4: Sciences

Through studying environmental systems and societies, students will be provided with a coherent 
perspective of the interrelationships between environmental systems and societies, one that enables 
them to adopt an informed personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that 
they will inevitably come to face. The teaching approach is such that students are allowed to evaluate 
the scientific, ethical, and socio-political aspects of issues. An important aspect of the class is the 
hands-on laboratory work and field experiences. Topics include structure, measuring abiotic 
components of the system, measuring biotic components of the system, biomes, function, changes, and 
measuring changes in a system.
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IB Physics SL 
1-year course  

(with lab block) 
1.5 credits 

Grades: 11-12
Group 4: Sciences

This one year course is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it 
seeks to explain the universe itself, from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between 
galaxies. Despite the exciting and extraordinary development of ideas throughout the history of 
physics, observations remain essential to the very core of the subject. Models are developed to try to 
understand observations, and these themselves can become theories that attempt to explain the 
observations. Topics include measurement and uncertainties, mechanics, thermal physics, waves, 
electricity and magnetism, circular motion and gravitation, atomic, nuclear, and particle physics, and 
energy production.

Prerequisites: Algebra 2

IB Physics HL 
2-year course 

2 credits 
Grades: 11-12

Group 4: Sciences

This two-year course is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it 
seeks to explain the universe itself, from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between 
galaxies. Despite the exciting and extraordinary development of ideas throughout the history of 
physics, observations remain essential to the very core of the subject. Models are developed to try to 
understand observations, and these themselves can become theories that attempt to explain the 
observations.  Topics include measurement and uncertainties, mechanics, thermal physics, waves, 
electricity and magnetism, circular motion and gravitation, atomic, nuclear, and particle physics, 
energy production, wave phenomenon, fields, electron magnetic induction, and quantum physics.   

Prerequisites: Algebra 2
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IB Sports, Exercise and 
Health Science 

1-year course 
.5 credit PE/.5 credit Health 

Grades: 11-12 Group 4: Sciences

Sports, exercise and health science (SEHS) is an experimental science course combining academic 
study with practical and investigative skills. SEHS explores the science underpinning physical 
performance and provides the opportunity to apply these principles. The course incorporates the 
disciplines of anatomy and physiology, biomechanics, psychology, and nutrition. Students cover a 
range of core and option topics, and carry out practical (experimental) investigations in both laboratory 
and field settings. The course offers a deeper understanding of the issues related to sports, exercise, 
and health in the 21st century and addresses the international dimension and ethics related to both the 
individual and global context. SEHS units include anatomy, exercise physiology, energy systems, 
movement analysis, skill in sports, measurement and evaluation of human performance, psychology of 
sport, and physical activity and health.

IB Mathematics: 
Analysis and Approaches 

HL 
2-year course 

2 credits 
Grades: 11-12 Group 5: Mathematics

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches HL is appropriate for students who enjoy developing their 
mathematics to become fluent in the construction of mathematical arguments and develop strong 
skills in mathematical thinking. They will also be fascinated by exploring real and abstract applications 
of these ideas, with and without the use of technology. Students who take Mathematics: Analysis and 
Approaches will be those who enjoy the thrill of mathematical problem solving and generalization. 
This subject is aimed at students who will go on to study subjects with substantial mathematics 
content such as mathematics itself, engineering, physical sciences, or economics for example. 
Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches HL includes all of the content of the SL course and substantial 
additional and more complex content in number, algebra, functions, geometry, trigonometry, statistics, 
probability, and calculus. Students will complete investigation, inquiry, and problem-solving activities 
including completing an assessment which enables students to undertake a piece of research which 
interests them and models the type of mathematical activity undertaken in the modern world.

Prerequisites: Advanced Algebra 2
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IB Mathematics: 
Applications and 
Interpretation SL 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11-12 Group 5: Mathematics

Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation SL is appropriate for students who are interested in 
developing their mathematics for describing our world and solving practical problems. They will also be 
interested in harnessing the power of technology alongside exploring mathematical models. Students 
who take Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation will be those who enjoy mathematics best 
when seen in a practical context. This subject is aimed at students who will go on to study subjects 
such as social sciences, natural sciences, statistics, business, some economics, psychology, and design, 
for example. Content will include the study of topics in number, algebra, functions, geometry, 
trigonometry, statistics, probability, and calculus. Students will complete investigation, inquiry, and 
problem-solving activities including completing an assessment which enables students to undertake a 
piece of research which interests them and models the type of mathematical activity undertaken in the 
modern world.

Prerequisites: CP Algebra 1 and CP Geometry

IB Film 
1-year course 

1 credit 
Grades: 11-12

Group 6: The Arts

The IB Film course aims to develop students as proficient interpreters and makers of film texts. 
Through the study and analysis of film texts, and through practical exercises in film production, the 
film course develops students’ critical abilities and their appreciation of artistic, cultural, historical, 
and global perspectives in film. Students examine film concepts, theories, practices, and ideas from 
multiple perspectives, challenging their own viewpoints and biases in order to understand and value 
those of others. IB Film students will work collaboratively to experiment with film and multimedia 
technology, acquiring the skills and creative competencies required to successfully communicate 
through the language of the medium. It focuses on the international and intercultural dynamic that 
triggers and sustains contemporary film, while fostering in students an appreciation of the 
development of film across time, space, and culture. IB Film students are challenged to acquire and 
develop critical thinking, reflective analysis, and the imaginative synthesis that is achieved through 
practical engagement in the art, craft, and study of film.

Prerequisites: Cinema Arts or Virtual Course
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IB Visual Arts HL 
2-year course 

2 credits 
Grades: 11-12

Group 6: The Arts

The Visual Arts course encourages students to challenge their own creative and cultural expectations 
and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which students develop analytical skills in 
problem-solving and divergent thinking, while working towards technical proficiency and confidence 
as art-makers. In addition to exploring and comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in 
different contexts, students are expected to engage in, experiment with, and critically reflect upon a 
wide range of contemporary practices and media. The course is designed for students who want to go 
on to study visual arts in higher education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong enrichment 
through visual arts.

Prerequisites: Completion of Master Studio
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Career-related study pathways and requirements:

IB Personal and 
Professional Skills 

2-year course 
2 credits 

Grades: 11–12 IB Career-related Programme Core 

This two-year course focuses on the development of attitudes, skills, and strategies to be applied in 
personal and professional situations. This is a required course for students seeking the IB certificate. 
The five themes that are integrated in this course and throughout the Career-related Programme are: 
applied ethics, personal development, intercultural understanding, thinking processes, and effective 
communication.  

Language Development, the Reflective Project, and Service Learning will be supported through this 
course.

Career-related 
Study Options

Career-related Study 
Coursework

Career-related 
Core

Diploma 
Courses

Accounting & 

Finance

11th grade - Advanced Accounting 

2 

12th grade - Stocks & Investments 

2/Little Lion Fund

Personal and 

Professional 

Skills course; 

Service Learning; 

Language 

Development; 

Reflective Project

2 IB Diploma 

Programme 

courses HL/SL 

(one course must 

be over two 

years)* 

*Students can 

choose from any 

of the six 

curricular groups

Health Professions 11th grade - Anatomy & 

Physiology 

12th grade - Nurse Aide Training
Marketing 11th grade - Retail Management 

12th grade - Leadership in 

Business
Sports Therapy & 

Exercise Science

11th grade - Anatomy & 

Physiology 

12th grade - Advanced Sports 

Medicine:     PT/Fitness & 

Exercise Science/Sports Nutrition 

& Sports Therapy Practicum
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State College Area High School  

International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 

Introduction 

The State College Area High School’s (SCAHS) Academic Integrity Policy, as well as its mission 

statement, reflect a commitment to the same ideals and standards that characterize the 

International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes. 

Mission Statement 

To prepare students for lifelong success through excellence in education 

In addition, the IB Programmes at State College Area High School aim to develop students who 

are knowledgeable, principled, and respectful of other cultures through inquiry, service, and 

reflection. 

Policy No. 243 ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
1. Purpose The State College Area School District is committed to teaching 

students the concept of academic integrity in support of intellectual, 
creative, and ethical development. Furthermore, the District 
recognizes the importance of specific standards of conduct in 
academic affairs to creating and sustaining a climate of academic 
integrity in the support of our educational mission. 

2. Authority The Board recognizes that the concept of academic integrity is 
developmental and authorizes the administration to guide the 
development of:  
• Instructional materials to teach students about academic integrity 

and promote academic honesty. 

• Procedures to be followed when academic dishonesty is suspected 
and articulated consequences for the elementary, middle and high 
school levels. 
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3. Definitions Academic Integrity is teaching and learning in an environment 
characterized by five fundamental values: honesty, trust, fairness, 
respect, and responsibility (The Center for Academic Integrity, 1999; 
affiliated with the Kenan Ethics Program, Duke University).  

Academic dishonesty is the attempt to give or obtain assistance in 
a formal academic exercise without due acknowledgement. 

Examples of academic dishonesty may include but not be 
limited to: 

Cheating (can be defined as, but not limited to): 
• receiving assistance on any assignment that was meant to be 

completed independently, 
• allowing a project partner to do all of the work and claiming 

credit, 
• giving or receiving information about a test, quiz, or examination 

before, during, or after it is administered  
• using fabricated or forged information, images, documents, or 

signatures 
• multiple submissions of all or a substantive part of an 

assignment without prior permission 

Collusion is defined as supporting the academic misconduct of 
another student such as allowing one’s work to be copied or 
submitted for assessment by another student. 

Duplication of work is the presentation of the same work for 
different assessment components and/or program requirements.
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Plagiarism, a form of cheating, is the unauthorized use or close 
imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the 
representation of them as one’s own original work. Intentional 
plagiarism is when one knowingly submits someone else’s words or 
ideas as if they were his/her own. Unintentional plagiarism is when 
one omits documentation, uses imprecise documentation, or 
paraphrases or summarizes someone’s ideas in one’s own words 
without acknowledging the source. Examples of plagiarism include 
but are not limited to: 
• direct copying of another person’s work, 
• allowing false assumptions of authorship by failure to document 

sources or documenting inaccurately, 
• missing or incomplete documentation or citation of a direct 

quote or paraphrase as assigned, 
• failing to document the use of charts, graphs, diagrams, or 

statistics not created or compiled on your own.
4. Delegation of 
Responsibility

The Board directs the Superintendent, or designee, to publish 
guidelines to be followed by all members of the educational 
community, for responding to and addressing academic dishonesty. 
See student handbook (Appendix A). 

5. Guidelines The State College Area School District will establish and implement 
appropriate procedures to assure that all district faculty and 
students are aware of the Academic Integrity policy. Teachers will 
review the definition of plagiarism and expected ethical behavior 
with their students. Procedures that accompany this policy 
emphasize the roles of teaching and learning in helping students to 
develop a strong sense of academic integrity and avoiding academic 
misconduct. Instructional materials to teach students about 
academic integrity will be developed and utilized on a consistent 
basis. The consequences and procedures for academic dishonesty 
will continue to be published in student and teacher handbooks.  

References:  
School Code – 24 P.S. Sec. 510 
International Baccalaureate Academic Honesty Guidelines 
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Appendix A 

Academic Integrity in the Student Handbook 

Definitions of Plagiarism   
Plagiarism is defined as the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts 
of another author and the representation of them as one’s own original work. Intentional 
plagiarism occurs when a student knowingly submits someone else’s words or ideas as if they 
were his/her own. Unintentional plagiarism occurs when writers and researchers use the words 
or ideas of 9 others but fail to quote or give credit (perhaps because they don't know how). 
When in doubt, students must check with a teacher or librarian.  

Examples of plagiarism may include but are not limited to:  
1) purchasing or copying work produced by others (homework, reports, take-home 
exams, tests, research papers, music, art, images, etc.)  
2) direct copying (“cutting and pasting”) of selected sections (words, phrases, 
sentences, paragraphs) from another source without quotation marks and/or 
documentation.  
3) paraphrasing, summarizing, or otherwise rewording another’s original work that is 
not common knowledge without documentation.  
4) failing to document the use of charts, graphs, diagrams, statistics, or other 
materials not created or compiled by the student.  
5) working together on an independent assignment and then submitting individual 
copies of the assignment as one’s own individual work.  
6) fabricating data or in any way falsifying the results of an experiment or inquiry 
process.  

Definitions of Cheating  
Cheating includes, but is not limited to, a student copying an assignment or test and submitting 
it as his/her own; allowing someone to copy an assignment or test and submit it as his/her own; 
unauthorized use of or communicating with notes, calculators, computers, textbooks, websites, 
cell phones, etc. during an exam or project; telling other students what is on a test or quiz or 
providing specific questions or answers before or after the test.  
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Consequences of Plagiarism or Cheating   
We expect our students to understand what plagiarism/cheating are and to know how to avoid 
it. As a result, consequences will vary depending upon the extent of the plagiarism and the 
degree of intentionality: 

Level Looks Like Consequence

Level 1:  

Small-scale cheating or 

plagiarism

❖ Unauthorized 

collaboration on 

assignments 

❖ Copying small or 

ungraded classroom 

assignments 

❖ Inaccurate or uncited 

paraphrasing or borrowing 

of another's words  

❖ Using a cheat sheet or any 

other means of getting 

information

Grading Consequences: 
grade reduced by one letter 
grade if resubmitted  
or "zero" on the work with 
the possibility of 
resubmitting it or doing an 
alternative assignment for 
60% of the highest grade 
possible  

Disciplinary 
Consequences:  

• Discuss behavior with the 
student  

• Discuss and find a 
solution strategy  

• Issue a verbal warning 
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Level 2:  

Medium-scale cheating or 

plagiarism Repeated small-

scale cheating or plagiarism 

within an assignment

❖ Inaccurate paraphrasing 

or direct borrowing of 

others' words (without use 

of quotation marks and 

direct reference of 

individual) 

❖ Inventing or falsely 

attributing the sources used 

in a paper or other work. 

❖ Submitting one 

assignment for two courses 

without permission of both 

instructors. (The work will 

count for one course only.) 

❖ A second Level I offense

Grading Consequences: 

grade reduced by one letter 

grade for the work  

or “zero" on the assignment 

with the possibility of 

resubmitting it or an 

alternative assignment for 

60% of the highest grade 

possible 

Disciplinary 

Consequences:  

• Discuss behavior with the 

student and develop a 

solution strategy  

• Submit a referral: issue 

and assign a 2 hour after 

school detention  

• Notify the parent / 

guardian 

• Notify the counselor
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Level 3:  

Large-scale cheating or 

plagiarism or a second Level 

II offense

❖ Direct borrowing of 

others' words (without use 

of quotation marks) that 

affects a large portion of the 

paper, and the source is not 

cited in the bibliography or 

in the body of the paper. 

Little or none of the paper is 

the student's original work. 

❖ Submitting a paper as 

one's own that has been 

wholly or mostly written by 

someone else whether that 

paper has been purchased, 

borrowed, found, stolen, etc. 

❖ A second Level II offense

Grading Consequences: 

"zero" on the assignment 

without the possibility of 

resubmitting it for a 

replacement grade  

or 

possibility of resubmission 

of assignment or an 

alternative assignment for 

maximum 60% of the 

highest grade possible 

Disciplinary 

Consequences:  

• student/parent/grade-

level administrator 

conference  

• office assigns 4 hours of 

detention or office 

assigns one-day, in-

school suspension  

• no competition or 

participation in 

extracurricular activities 

for one week. Attendance/

practice are permitted.
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Appendix B 

 International Baccalaureate Response to Academic Misconduct 

“These are some of the most common circumstances that will trigger an investigation. 
• A coordinator informs the Assessment Division, IB Global Centre, Cardiff, that academic 

misconduct may have taken place during an examination.  
• An examiner reports possible plagiarism or collusion.  
• A sample of assessment material randomly submitted to plagiarism detection 

software(s) (by the Assessment Division, IB Global Centre, Cardiff) reveals that the work 
of a candidate may not be entirely authentic. Before the IB will investigate a case of 
suspected academic misconduct, there must be clear evidence to justify a suspicion of 
wrongdoing.  

• In the case of plagiarism, the evidence must be in the form of a source that appears to 
have been copied by a candidate.  

• In cases of collusion, an investigation will only be pursued if the candidates' work shows 
clear similarities.  

The Investigation Process: 
When the IB starts an investigation into academic misconduct, the coordinator is informed by 
email. The IB requires the coordinator immediately to inform the head of school of the 
investigation. The IB will include full instructions for the investigation, including the steps to 
be taken by the coordinator, statement templates, etc, with the email. The evidence is then 
considered by the academic honesty sub-committee of the final award committee and the 
outcome is decided. If an allegation of a breach of IB regulations is established, a penalty will be 
applied. If it is decided that no breach has occurred, the subject result will be released in the 
normal way” (Assessment Procedures 2018, p. 53). 
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“In all cases where the final award committee has established a breach of regulations, the head 
of school will be informed by email of the decision reached by the committee. The 
correspondence will be copied to the school’s Diploma Programme coordinator, appropriate IB 
staff and the chair of the examining board. The final award committee, or its sub-committee, 
has full discretion to make these decisions” (Assessment Procedures 2018, p. 54). 

State College Area High School and the IB will utilize plagiarism detection software to support 
authentication of students’ work.  

“All coursework received by the IB will be checked via new text matching software for possible 
collusion and plagiarism. Any potential breaches of regulations will be investigated by the IB 
and the candidate may not receive a grade for the subject. The following resources on the 
programme resource centre are available for support” (Assessment Procedures 2018, p. 140). 
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State College Area High School  
International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes 

ADMISSIONS POLICY 

Introduction 
The State College Area High School’s (SCAHS) Admissions Policy, as well as its mission 
statement, reflect a commitment to the same ideals and standards that characterize the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes. 

Mission Statement 
To prepare students for lifelong success through excellence in education 

In addition, the IB Programmes at State College Area High School aim to develop students who 
are knowledgeable, principled, and respectful of other cultures through inquiry, service, and 
reflection. 

Purpose 
To provide a rigorous and balanced curriculum by which students are prepared for university 
and/or career-related pathways. The Diploma and Career-related Programmes are open to any 
student who seeks a challenging and enriched experience. 

Diploma Programme

Procedures Students who wish to schedule IB courses should do so through the 
course selection process for their junior year. Students may enroll as 
full IB diploma programme (DP) participants or individual IB course 
participants. There is no formal application required.  

Upon selection of an IB course/programme students will review and 
acknowledge their understanding of the IB policies and expectations 
by completing a registration form (see Appendix A).  

In order to take a Language B course in the Diploma Programme, 
students will need to have completed: French 3, German 3, Spanish 3, 
OR Latin 2. Otherwise, students should enroll in an ab initio course.  

In order to be a Diploma candidate, students are required to take 3 
Higher Level (HL) and 3 Standard Level (SL) DP courses. Students may 
take IB courses a la carte. 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In addition, full DP candidates must enroll in the Theory of 
Knowledge (TOK) course, complete the Creativity-Activity-Service 
(CAS) component, and write a 4000-word Extended Essay. These core 
components are without additional cost to Diploma candidates.  

Students who are taking IB courses a la carte may enroll in core 
component courses at the cost of $91 for EE, $46 for TOK, and $10 for 
CAS depending upon the availability of seats in the course.  

IB Course and Diploma participants are expected to uphold the 
highest level of academic integrity in their work as set forth in the 
SCAHS and IB Academic Integrity Policy.  

Any student who wishes to enter or exit the full Diploma Programme 
should meet with the IB DP Coordinator and schedule a parent 
meeting. 

*All fees are subject to change at the discretion of the IB organization. 

Career-related Programme

Procedures Students who wish to schedule IB courses should do so through the 
course selection process for their junior year. Students may enroll as 
full IB programme participants or individual IB course participants. 
There is no formal application required.  

Upon selection of an IB course/programme students will review and 
acknowledge their understanding of the IB policies and expectations 
by completing a registration form (see Appendix B). 

In order to participate in the Career-related Programme, students 
must follow the scope and sequence in an accredited career-related 
studies programme. 

In addition, Career-related certificate candidates, are required to take 
two DP courses. Students may take IB DP courses a la carte.  

The students must also complete the Personal and Professional Skills 
(PPS) course which includes a Service Learning project (SLP), a 
Reflective Project (RP) and Language Development (LAD) component. 

IB Course and Diploma participants are expected to uphold the 
highest level of academic integrity in their work as set forth in the 
SCAHS and IB Academic Integrity Policy. 
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Any student who wishes to enter or exit the Career-related 
Programme should meet with the IB CP Coordinator and schedule a 
parent meeting. 

*All fees are subject to change at the discretion of the IB organization. 
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State College Area High School  
International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes 

ASSESSMENT POLICY 

Introduction 
The State College Area High School’s (SCAHS) Assessment Policy, as well as its mission 
statement, reflect a commitment to the same ideals and standards that characterize the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes. 

Mission Statement 
To prepare students for lifelong success through excellence in education 

The IB Programmes at State College Area High School aim to develop students who are 
knowledgeable, principled, and respectful of other cultures through inquiry, service, and 
reflection. 

Assessment Philosophy 
The primary purpose of assessment is to evaluate student learning and inform instruction. 
Assessment is a means of communication to support student learning and encourage student 
success. Assessment informs students, parents, and teachers of a student’s progress and allows 
students to reflect upon and set goals for their own learning. IB courses use a variety of 
assessment tools to measure student learning. 

Assessment Practices 
Formative and Summative Assessments 
Formative assessment is the ongoing process of evaluating student learning. Formative 
assessment allows teachers to be responsive to student needs and to adjust instruction based 
on student understanding. Formative assessment can also provide opportunities for students to 
assess their own work or to peer evaluate in order to reflect and improve upon their work. 

Summative assessment involves the process of gathering and interpreting evidence to assess a 
student’s understanding of course material and level of learning at the end of a unit or period 
of learning. Summative assessments are used to communicate a student’s level of learning to 
students, parents, teachers, et. 
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IB Assessments 
IB utilizes formative and summative assessments to support and encourage student learning in 
IB courses. IB utilizes two types of summative assessment tools, internal and external 
assessments, which are utilized in determining students’ final IB grades.  

Internal assessments. Internal assessments allow teacher to evaluate some of their students’ 
work during an IB course. Sample internal assessments include: oral commentaries, language 
presentations, lab reports, essays, and projects. Internal assessment marks (grades) are reported 
to IBO along with a representative sample of student work. These marks are evaluated by an IB 
moderator, who may adjust the marks up or down based on the IB rubric. Internal assessments 
also allow students to demonstrate their mastery of material outside of final examination 
situations. 

External assessments. IB external assessments are administered by State College Area High 
School teachers, but are sent to IBO to be marked (graded) by external IB examiners. The main 
type of external assessment is the final examination, and this schedule is set forth by the IBO. 
The extended essay, TOK essays, and Visual Arts exhibitions are also externally assessed.  

Teacher Responsibilities 
All IB teachers attend specialized IB workshops, which provide training in the teaching and 
assessing of IB courses. Teachers utilize copies of previous exams, IB subject reports, and mark 
schemes to guide instruction and assessment. In addition, teachers have access to the IB 
Programme Resource Centre for resources and collaboration with other teachers. 

Connection to Other Policies 
Academic Integrity Policy—Students will be accountable to the Academic Integrity Policy in 
completing all assignments and assessments. 

Language Policy—Student language needs will be considered when creating and implementing 
assessments. 

Inclusive Excellence/Special Needs Policy—Assessments will adhere to all requirements set 
forth in a student’s IEP, GIEP, and/or 504 Plan. 

Resources: 
Ben L. Smith Assessment Policy 
Prince Andrew High School Assessment Policy 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme Assessment Policy guidelines 
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State College Area High School  
International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes 

INCLUSION POLICY 

Introduction 
The State College Area High School’s (SCAHS) Academic Integrity Policy, as well as its mission 
statement, reflect a commitment to the same ideals and standards that characterize the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes. 

Mission Statement 
To prepare students for lifelong success through excellence in education 

In addition, the IB Programmes at State College Area High School aim to develop students who 
are knowledgeable, principled, and respectful of other cultures through inquiry, service, and 
reflection. 

Purpose  
Each District school and program should support and promote teaching and learning 
environments in which all students can succeed, both academically and socially; have a strong 
and meaningful voice; and are prepared for democratic life and successful transition into the 
21st century workplace. A positive school climate is an essential element of achieving these 
goals.  

The Board of School Directors developed this policy to ensure that every school community 
member: 1) is treated with dignity; 2) has the opportunity to learn, work, interact, and socialize 
in physically, emotionally and intellectually safe, respectful, and positive school environments; 
and 3) has the opportunity to experience high quality relationships. Each school and program, 
therefore, has the responsibility to promote conditions designed to create, maintain and 
nurture a positive school climate.  

This policy serves as the umbrella policy for all relevant District policies and sets forth the 
Board’s expectations for inclusive excellence, serves as a framework for the District’s climate 
improvement process, and reflects principles set forth in the National School Climate 
Standards. 

The International Baccalaureate makes accommodations for students with a wide array of 
abilities. Please contact the Diploma Programme or Career-related Programme coordinator in 
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September of the student’s 11th grade year to ascertain that the necessary student 
accommodations (e.g. IEP or 504 Plan) have been provided to IB. 

Definitions  

School Climate is a broad, multifaceted concept that involves many aspects of the student’s 
educational experience. A positive school climate is the product of a school’s attention to 
fostering safety; promoting a supportive academic, disciplinary, and physical environment; and 
encouraging and maintaining respectful, trusting, and caring relationships throughout the 
school community.  

A sustainable, positive school climate fosters the development and learning necessary for a 
productive, contributing, and satisfying life in a democratic society. In a positive school 
climate:  
• Norms, values and expectations support people feeling socially, emotionally and physically 

safe.  
• People are engaged and respected.  
• Students, families and educators work together to develop, live, and contribute to a shared 

school vision.  
• Educators model and nurture attitudes that emphasize the benefits and satisfaction gained 

from learning.  
• Each person contributes to the operations of the school and the care of the physical 

environment.  
(This definition of a positive, sustainable school climate was adapted from the definition 
consensually developed by the National School Climate Council.)  

Inclusive Excellence is the understanding that working, living, and learning environments 
benefit when diversity in thought, learning, and personal characteristics is recognized and 
utilized. Inclusive Excellence helps us to engage in civil conversation with those who hold 
views that differ from our own; and to socialize with persons who have had different life 
experiences. In both class and field experiences, inclusive excellence is addressed through 
ample opportunities to learn about diverse cultures, both locally and globally. 

Expectations  
All State College Area School District (SCASD) community members deserve a respectful 
environment in which the diversity of their experiences and background is understood, valued, 
and contributes to a positive environment and a successful experience for everyone. In 
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addition, SCASD shares responsibility for preparing students to succeed in a racially and 
culturally diverse world.  

The Board of School Directors is committed to promoting and sustaining culturally proficient 
schools, central offices, and school community support systems in order to create a climate of 
inclusion in which all individuals feel respected, are treated fairly, and are provided 
opportunities to excel. It is the intent of the Board that staff and students throughout the 
SCASD work and interact in schools and classrooms that affirm diverse backgrounds, 
acknowledge the disparity of outside opportunities related to students' socioeconomic status, 
and promote appropriate educational experiences in learning options, achievement, and 
discipline.  

Students will develop the capacity to recognize when preconceptions, attitudes, or incidents 
compromise the school climate; they will be equipped with the knowledge and strategies to 
respond effectively and appropriately; and they will understand and accept responsibility for 
their role in contributing to a positive school climate.  

To create and sustain an environment of Inclusive Excellence, the Board establishes the 
following strategies:  
• Educating students for life and for reflective democratic citizenship; all students will be 

prepared to succeed in a racially and culturally diverse local, national, and global 
community.  

• Preparing students to engage with others in diverse community and work settings through 
skills and competencies in effective listening and communication, leadership, collaboration, 
participatory deliberation and problem solving.  

• Ensuring that every student has access to high quality, culturally relevant, and responsive 
curriculum and instruction.  

• Ensuring that policies, procedures, and practices result in equitable access for all students.  
• Ensuring that our student discipline system: balances the needs of the school community 

with those of the individual student; includes supportive disciplinary practices; preserves 
the integrity of the learning environment, and addresses the causes of a student's actions in 
order to improve behavioral skills and long-term outcomes.  

• Listening to, encouraging, and valuing student voice as an essential resource and 
component of this policy.  

• Providing a safe environment for crucial conversations among students, between students 
and teachers, and for all staff.  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• Ensuring cultural proficiency in among District staff so that every adult exhibits the ability 
to understand cultural differences and effectively interact with a diverse population. 
Professional development, staff evaluation and other support activities will assure that our 
teachers demonstrate culturally responsive pedagogy, assessment, teaching strategies and 
practice, and the capacity to effectively facilitate controversial issues and uncomfortable 
classroom discussions.  

• Creating and maintaining a process that supports the sustainable recruitment, hiring, 
training and retention of educators who have a strong commitment to understanding, and 
the skills to address, a diverse student population.  

• Fostering welcoming environments in all schools and offices that reflect and support the 
diversity of the population served.  

• Ensuring that students, parents, teachers and community members have a clear and 
accessible mechanism for expressing their concerns and that they receive a prompt and 
appropriate response.  

• Developing and maintaining strong partnerships with the community.  
• Assessing implementation of this policy on a regular basis through the use of appropriate 

tools such as student, staff, and parent surveys, and reporting on the state of school climate 
to the public.  

• Committing appropriate resources in order to implement and sustain these strategies.  

Delegation of Responsibility  
The Superintendent shall designate a district coordinator to be responsible for overseeing the 
implementation of this School Climate/Inclusive Excellence Policy. In addition, each applicable 
administrator shall be responsible for leading a School Climate Committee that develops a plan 
designed to support continual improvement in the school’s climate. This plan will constitute a 
continuous cycle of preparation, evaluation, action planning, and implementation. On an 
annual basis, or more often if appropriate, the administration will report to the Board and the 
community the progress that has been made on these initiatives. 
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State College Area High School  
International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes 

LANGUAGE POLICY 

Introduction 
The State College Area High School’s (SCAHS) Language Policy, as well as its mission 
statement, reflect a commitment to the same ideals and standards that characterize the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma and Career-related Programmes. 

Mission Statement 
To prepare students for lifelong success through excellence in education 

The IB Programmes at State College Area High School aim to develop students who are 
knowledgeable, principled, and respectful of other cultures through inquiry, service, and 
reflection. 

Language Philosophy 
We at State College Area High School believe that language is the principal means by which 
people communicate and learn. Moreover, the district supports learning an additional 
language(s) as an essential component of an international education. All teachers are language 
teachers with the responsibility of equipping students to communicate effectively in a variety 
of modes, to think critically, and to participate actively and responsibly in a multilingual global 
society. 

IB Languages 
The language of instruction at State College Area High School is English. 

Our Group 1 language course is English A: Language and Literature (HL). All students who are 
Diploma Programme candidates take this course to fulfill the Group 1 requirement. 

Our Group 2 language offerings include Language B: French, Language B: German, Language B: 
Spanish, and Classical Languages: Latin. All courses are offered at both standard and high 
level.* The World Language Department adheres to the standards set forth by the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, including the use of learning targets (Can-Do 
Statements) and Integrated Performance Assessments (IPAs) in the development of world 
language curriculum. In addition to language courses, State College Area High School offers 
language club activities for Chinese, French, German, Latin, and Spanish; a world language 
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week fair (including ELL students); and a world language soccer tournament (including ELL 
students). 

*Other languages offered include Arabic and Chinese. 

English Language Learner and Mother Tongue Support 
The State College Area School District English Language Development (ELD) program, in 
accordance with state and federal laws, provides instruction to English Language Learners 
based on their level of need so that students are able to participate in the general educational 
and social experience of the school. ESL teachers provide support and resources to teachers of 
ELL students. A course related to ELL students and instruction is required for teachers new to 
the district as part of teacher induction. 

Supporting a student’s continued development in their mother tongue enables them to 
maintain their personal identity and connection to their cultural heritage. In our new building, 
there will be a designated intercultural space, and our library is expanding its offerings to 
include a greater diversity of authors and accessibility to works in other languages. 

References: 
Rockville High School Language Policy - Rockville, MD 
Upper St. Clair Language Policy - Upper St. Clair High School, PA 
State College Area High School ELD - https://www.scasd.org/Page/196 
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